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Plickers Overview

Plickers is o free, assessment tool based on the concept of having students
use response “clickers” to respond to multiple choice questions. However,
Plickers does away with the need for expensive clickers through the use of
‘Plickers,” or paper clickers, that work like QR codes. Each student is given a
unique Plicker assigned by the teacher. The teacher displays o question, and
students hold up their Plickers to respond. Depending on the direction each
student turns the card, it represents one of four multiple choice answers,
The teacher scans the cards with a mobile device and con instantly see
assessment data including who has the correct answer ond who does not.

If this is the first time you've heard obout Plickers, visit www.plickers.com
ond watch their introductory video before reading the rest of this tutorial.
You might also want to join my Plickers Facebook group to learn more about
how teachers are using the program.

Disclaimer: I'm not affiliated with Plickers, and I'm not being compensated for creating this tutorial.
| enjoy developing helpful resources for teachers, and | created this tutorial to be used with my
Parts of the Water Cycle Task Cards set and with other products that have ready-to-use images.
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Plickers Made Easy with Task Cards

How Task Cards Can Save You Time

Plickers is an amozing tool, but there is one problem. As of right now, you
have to manually enter all fest questions ond answers which can be tfime-
consuming. However, they now allow you to upload an imoge where you would
normally type your question, and that's where task cards come inl

If you have task cards with multiple choice answers on the cards, you con
create imoages of those cards and use them instead of typing in the
questions and answers!

Tami Terry's class of
third graders is using
my Parts of the Water
Cycle tosk cards, as you
can see from the card
displayed on the screen
in The background. You'll
see more of this set in
the tutorial on the next
few pages.
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Plickers Made Easy with Task Cards

How fo Create Plickers Questions with Task Cards

Normoally users have to manually enter assessment questions and answers.
However, Plickers hos a new time-saving feature that allows teachers to
upload imoages when creating questions. This step—by—step tutorial will show
you how to save time ond effort by using task card images for this purpose.
It might seem like a lot of steps, but it’s actually quite easy.

Setting Up Your Class on Plickers

I’'m going to assume that you've already set up your class on Plickers by
entering the names of your students and assigning each student a unique
Plicker. If you haven't done this, please do so before reading this tutorial.

Steps Covered in this Tuforial

1. Obtain images of your task cards.

2. Add o topic folder to your Plickers library.

3. Add task card imoage questions to the folder.
4. Assign the questions to your closs queue.

5. Display the questions and scan student responses.
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How fo Obtain Images of Task Cards

The first step is to obtain images of the task cards. If you
have images, skip this step. If you don't, you'll need to create
your own using a screen copture tool.

I highly recommend Jing, a free app you con find on the

TechSmith website. After you install it, o small yellow “sun” will appear on the
edge of your desktop. To capture an image, click on the crosshatch tool and
drag a box around what you want to capture. Mac users can use Jing, but
they may find it easier to use the installed screenshot app. Open the file in
Preview mode and use the tool to capture o selected area of the screen.

No matter which tool you use, be sure to save your task card images in a
folder where you can easily find them later.

Working with “Plickers—Ready” Images

My Parts of the Water Cycle Task Cards are
featured in this tutorial. If you own this set of

task cards (or another product with ready—to—
use images), the only thing you need to do is to
sove the images where you can find them later.
You can skip the directions on the next page.
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How fo Obtain Images of Task Cards
Creating Screen Caplures of Task Cards

1

If you need to create your own images, open the PDF
file of your task cards ond scroll to the first page.

Click on the Jing sun (or your screen capture
tool) and draw a box around card number 1.

3. Choose the option to Capture the image ond then
Save it in o folder you can eosily find loter.

#1

Drops appearing on
a cold pitcher of
lemonade

A. Precipitation
B. Evaporation
C. Condensation

#3 Set A

Rain pouring |
down froma “
2l 1 1 1 N

4. When you save it, give it a nome thaot
mMatches the task card number

5. Repeat this step with all the task
cards you plan to use with Plickers.

A Note About Copyright

If you purchased the task cards, remember
that the images you create from them are
protected by the product’s copyright, just like the cards
themselves. You may use them in your own Plickers
account with your students, but you may not share or
distribute those images with others.
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How to Add a Folder for the Task Cards

After your task card images are ready, you need to set up a folder for your
questions in your Plickers library.

1. Start by logging on to your account ot Plickers.com.
2. Click Library ot the top of the page.
3. Then click New Folder.

'g plickers Library Reports Classes Live View Cards Help L. CANDLER
il My Library i\ My Library Question Queue @
[ BasicQ&A Classes
+ New Question
[ Division
@ Mrs.Candler's Class
[ Grammar ‘ Searchin My Library
[ Telling Time
(5] NewFolder Bl BasicQsaA Bl Division
B-’ Mobile Uploads
Grammar Telling Time
Archive - - g

New Folder

No questions in this folder
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How to Add a Folder for the Task Cards

4. Type in the task card topic. This tutorial will demonstrate how to creote
questions with the Water Cycle Task Cards, so we'll use Water Cycle os
the topic. If you're using o dif ferent set of images, enter o descriptive topic.
Click Save which will return you to your Plickers library .

New Folder

Folder name: Water Cycle

19 charocters remaining

Cancel | S
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How to Add a Folder for the Task Cards

5. Click on the Water Cycle topic folder to open it.

6. If you have more thon one set of questions on that topic, click New
Folder o add a subfolder for o specific set of questions.

y 7, lickexs Library Reports Classes Live View Cards Help L. CANDLER
—

ill My Library i\, My Library / Question Queue ©

[ BasicQ&A | Classes
+ New Question
[ Division

@ Mrs.Candler's Class

(3 Grammar : ’ Search in My Library
[ Telling Time

[ Water Cycle - BasicQ & A
New Folder

E-) Mobile Uploads

= Archive Bl water Cycle

Bl Grammar Telling Time

New Folder

No questions in this folder

] i ibrary eports ASSES ive View ards elp . CANDLER
| v lickexs b R cl Live V Card Hel L.C

i\ My Library iil My Library / Water Cycle Question Queue @

[ BasicQ&A Classes
+ New Question
[ Division

@ Mrs.Candler's Class

(1 Grammar | Search in Water Cycle
[ Telling Time

New Folder

[£] MewFalder
[ Mobile Uploads No questions in this folder

(===
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How to Add a Folder for the Task Cards

7. Type in the nome of the task card set. Click save.

3. You'll end up back in the fopic folder, so click on the title you just entered

to open the subfolder,

New Folder

Folder name: Set ATask Cards

1+ choracters remaining

v | lickexs Library Reports Classes Live View Cards Help L. CANDLER
-

il My Library Question Queue @

[ BasicQ&A Classes
+ New Question
[ Division

@ Mrs.Candler's Class

Hi\ My Library / Water Cycle

(3 Grammar ‘ Search in Water Cycle
D Telling Time
Bl SetATaskCar. New Folder
[ SetATaskCards
New Eolder No questions in this folder

G'> Mobile Uploads
=] Archive
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How to Add Task Card Questions

The next step is to create questions from the images.

1. Click on New Question. A box will pop up where you can enter a question
ond the answers. Notice the words Add Image in the lower right corner
of the question box.

™4 plickers

Library Reports Classes Live View

Cards Help L. CANDLER

il My Library

[ BasicQ&A
[ Division
[ Grammar
S Telling Time
s E Water Cycle

C5 SetATaskCards

[¥] NewFolder

* Mobile Uploads
T=] Archive

§il 7/ waterCycle / SetATaskCards v

Question Queue @

Classes

| Searchin Set ATask Cards

@ Mrs. Candler's Class

New Folder

New Question

Add question text here...

o Multiple Choice True/False

A | Answer

B | Answer ‘ |_|
c | Answer ‘ !_|
n [ o | [ 1]
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How to Add Task Card Questions

2. Instead of typing a question, enter o name to identify the first tosk card.
If you're using the woter cycle task cards, enter “Tosk Card 1A” since this
is the first tosk card in Set A.

3. Click Add Image in the lower left corner. Navigate to the folder with the
tosk card imoges, ond upload the first task card.

New Questinn/

Task Card 1A

e Multiple Choice Trus/False

Correct?
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How to Add Task Card Questions

4. Notice that this task card hos only 3 answer choices (A, B, and C), but the
default setting gives you 4 options. Click the X next to choice D to remove
It 0s an answer option.

Multiple Choice Trus/False

Answer

Answer

Answer

Answer

Cancel m Save and create new
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How to Add Task Card Questions

5. If the answers are on the task cards, there’'s no need to type them here.
Just click the box next to the letter of the correct answer to select it.

6. Click Save and create new.

New Question

Task Card 1A

o Multiple Choice True/False
Correct?

A ‘ Answer

B ‘ Answer

C ‘ Answer

‘ Add answer option ‘
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How to Add Task Card Questions

Note: If the answer choices are NOT on the task cards, you'll need to type

onswers here. For example, this division task card does not include onswers.

After uploading the image, I had to enter the correct answer and three

Incorrect answers.

‘g pliCkerS Library Reports Classes Live View

iil My Library iil My Library / Division Question Queue @
[ Basicqaa Classes
- - o
pa ) Mrs. Candler's Class
[5] New Folder Division- Level B-#1
[ Grammar
®
[ Telling Time
b [ waterCycle
(» Mobile Uploads . ’
ﬁ' Archive e Multiple Choice True/False
Correct?
A ‘ 85r1 ‘
B ‘ 84r3 ‘ [
c ‘ 85r2 ‘ [
D ‘ Other ‘ I_
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How to Add Task Card Questions

7. Repeat these steps for each task card. After adding the final task card
question, click Save.

New Question

Task Card 18A

e Multiple Choice True/False
Correct?

Answer

| L
B | Answer |
L]

C Answer

Add answer option

Cancel Save Save and create new
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How to Add Task Card Questions

3. You'll be returned to a page where you con review all the questions and
onswers in this set. Notice that the cards are displayed in reverse order,
with the first one ot the end.

Classes L. CANDLER

% plickers

Library

Reports Live View Help

il My Library

¥ £ Water Cycle

Il / WaterCycle / SetATaskCards w

Question Queue ©

[ & W e
[ BasicQ&A Classes
[ Division Task Card 2A
_—— g @ Mrs.Candler's Class
[ Grammar #2 i
A shirt drying quickly
[ Telling Time |( onawindy day

A Precipltation
B. Evaporatian
C. Condensation

0 Set ATaskCards

[£] NewFolder

» Mobile Uploads

=] Archive i Expand

Drops appeating on
a cold pitcher of

lemonade

B, Evaparation
C. Candensation

Expand
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How to Add Questions to the Class Queue

After you create the questions, you have to add each question to the closs
“‘queue.” This allows you to enter a large bonk of assessment questions in
advonce without having every question appear in your class question list.

‘g PliCkEIS Library Reports Classes Live View Cards Help L. CaNDLER

il My Library Il / Water Cycle / SetATaskCards Question Queue @

| & ol
asic dS5E5
[3 BasicQaa cl
(1 Division Task Card 2A
o T ige| @ Mrs. Candler's Class
(1 Grammar 62
A shirt drying quickly
[ Telling Time |{ onawindy day i’
v £ Water Cycle ‘ 'S'%g A= e\
' A Preipitation d
£ SetATaskCards B, Evaporation
C. Condensation
(5] MewFolder
O Mobile Uploads ¢
Archive Ji Expand
Task Card 1A
'.{ o
Drops appearing on
a cold pitcher of
lemonade
B, Bvaparation
. Candensation
A B [ C
Ji Expand
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How to Add Questions to the Class Queue

1. Locate the first question you want to add. You'll find it in the list of
questions you entered, and it might be at the end.

2. Click the Queue icon in the lower left corner.

'g pliCkEIS Library Reports Classes Live View Cards Help L. CANDLER
il My Library il / WaterCycle / SetATaskCards + Question Queue
| & ol T
[ BasicQ&A Classes
D Division Task Card 2A
P | @ Mrs. Candler's Class
(1 Grammar #2 |
A shirt drying quickly

[ Telling Time t ona windy day A

¥ (3 Water Cycle | "—@\E:Fé'g

A Precipitation

T SetATaskCards B. Ecaporatian

. Condensaticn
New Falder

[ Mobile Uploads A =
Archive i Expand

Drops appearing on
a cold pitcher of

lemonade

B, Evaporation
C. Condensation

du Expand
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How to Add Questions to the Class Queue

3. The queue area will expand. Click the words Add to Queue ond any classes
you've entered will appear. Click the title of any class to add the question to
Its queue. Repeat with all questions.

exs Library Reports Classes Live View

il / Water Cycle / SetATaskCards Task Card 1A

[ L
«@@\%’@1 e

A Precipitation A i

B. Evaporatian : Drops appearing on

. Condensation J a cold pitcher of
N lemonade
C
- A Precipitation
- B, Evaparation
lIII #

C Candensation

D |

Drops appearing on
a cold pitcher of

lemonade

A Precipitation
B, Evaporation
. Condensation

lIII

=+ Add to Queue...

Mrs. Candler's Cla. ..

+ Add to Queue..
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How to Add Questions to the Class Queue

4. As you add questions to your closs queue, you'll see them appear on the

right panel of your Plickers library. This allows you to see ot a glance which

questions are in the line up for your closs.

'a plickers Library Reports Classes
—
ill My Library il / WaterCycle / Set ATaskCards W
[ BasicQ&A
#4
[ Division Water dripping from
the lid of a pot
L’ e of bolling water
ol an ar
[ Telling Time Q?ﬁ;ﬁ;‘:ﬁ;"
- C. Condensation
T Water Cycle .
3 SetATaskCards A
[£] NewFold 8
+] New Folder
ro c
E—) Mobile Uploads
T=] Archive
€ Mrs. Candler's Class
+ Add to Queue...
Task Card 3A
#3
Rain pouring
down froma
thundercloud
A. Precipitation
B, Evaporation
C. Condensation
4 '4444444AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAJ » A

Live View

Cards

Help

Question Queue
Classes

Task Card 1A

Task Card 2A

Task Card 3A

Collapse

Task Card 4A
llll

. CANDLE

|
:
j
)

wrups o

lemonade

A Precmanion

on a windy day

A, Precipization

A pounng
down from a
thundercloud

A Prectaron

the lid of 2 po

A Precitarion

—
2 cold pitcher of

g, o~y .

99

‘Water dripping from

of bolling mea

R

~—

=2

m\/\_
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How to Display Questions and Assess Students

Now comes the fun part — using Plickers with your students! You'll need a
computer on which to display the questions for your students and a
mobile device with the Plickers app to scan their cards. The mobile device
iImages in this tutorial came from an iPhone, so if you are using o

dif ferent device, yours moy appear dif ferently.

1. On your computer, click Live View ond you'll see this screen.

'g plickers Library Reports Classes Live View Cards Help L. CANDLER

Select a question in your Plickers iOS/Android app to project to your class.

1. Open the Plickers iOS/Android app and select your class.
2. From the app, select the question you want from your Queue.
3. Live View will automatically update with your question!

©2015 Laura Candler's Teaching Resources ~ www.lauracandler.com ~ www.lauracandlerontpt.com
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How to Display Questions and Assess Students

2. On your mobile device, open the Plickers app and you'll see your class, or

o list of closses if you have more than one.

3. Click on the class name, and you'll see its question queue.

0000 ATET 7T 10:13 AM 00000 ATET T 10:13 AM 7 % 99%

eoe My Classes < Mrs. Candler's Class

History

,a Mrs. Candler's Class m

Create

Task Card 1A
Task Card 2A

Task Card 3A

Remember that
these images
were captured
on on iPhone and

will look dif ferent
on other devices.

Task Card 4A §
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How to Display Questions and Assess Students

4. Tap the question you want to display for your students. The question will
appear on your mobile device as shown on the left. Notice that incorrect
onswers are shown in red and the correct answer is green.

5. At the same time, the question will appear on

T T your computer in Live View as shown below.

i Notice that the correct answer does not appear
ok Cord 1A : here as it does on your device.

#1

Drops appearing on
a cold pitcher of

lemonade 'g plicker S Library Reports Classes Live View Cards Help L. CANDLER

- -1
TaSk Card 1A Students Graph

A. Precipitation
B. Evaporation
C. Condensation

#1 1 John 2 Linda 3  Jessica
Dl'OpS appearing on ‘ 4 Mary 5  Maddie 6 | Jeff
lae(r:]’?(!_)i:(ijt:her Of 7 | Charles 8 Thomas 9 Amy
10 Caly 11 Meagan 12| Terry
A DRESTRHGR 13 Ashley 14 Mathew 15 Amanda
B: Evapopration 16 Alexander 17 Sophie 18 Noah
C. Condensation 19| Mia 20| Jacob 21/ Olivia
22 Ethan 23 Isabel 24 Mason

©2015 Laura Candler's Teaching Resources ~ www.lauracandler.com ~ www.lauracandlerontpt.com 24




How to Display Questions and Assess Students

6. Ask your students to decide which answer is correct. Then ask them to
turn their Plickers so that the letter of that answer is ot the TOP of their
cards. For example, the correct answer on Task Card 1A below is “C” To
show “C" as the answer, students would rotate their cards so the letter
‘C” is ot the top. (The letters are tiny so other students won't be able to

read them from a distance.)

u plickers Library  Reports  Classes  Live View

®
Task Card 1A

#1

Drops appearing on
a cold pitcher of
lemonade

A. Precipitation
B. Evaporation
C. Condensation
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How to Display Questions and Assess Students

7. Depending on your mobile device, tap Scan or the Camera icon.

3. Point the camera lens towards your closs and sweep it around the around
your room to scon each card. As Plickers reads the cards, your students’
names will change to green (correct) or red (incorrect).

9. Repeat with each question.

10:13 AM

Mrs. Candler's Class

©2015 Laura Candler's Teaching Resources ~ www.lauracandler.com ~ www.lauracandlerontpt.com
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How to Access Assessment Data

You'll be able to see the dota as you collect it, but you can also access it loter
on your computer. Click on Reports to see a list of questions you've used.

Reports Classes Live View

®
Correct: 96% i . When you click on the questions,
‘ ‘." d f . .
o iy - you'll be able to view details about
- D Oth
I ) how each student responded.
o 0
A B C D
‘ Correct: 96%
Correct: 100% TasicCanNz TotaI:Z.é.“‘Z“:
25
22 After we c
I ' maple tree
0 0 A Sentence B.Fi
A B C 1
R 0 0
A B C D
Answer Card # First name Last name
16 Alexands
1 Amand
9 Amy
A. 85r1 13 Ashley
B. 84r3 . s
7 Charl
C. 85r2 %= T
D. Other 23 Isabel
20 Jacob
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Overwhelmed? Give Plickers a Test Run!

I hope this tutorial hos been helpful, but if you
weren't already using Plickers, you might be feeling
overwhelmed. If that's the case, give Plickers a
test run ot home so you'll feel comfortable using
It in The classroom. Just print out a few of the
free Plickers cards from their website, ond set up
foke classroom to test out the steps. That's what
L did!l I taped some Plickers around my bonus
room ond created 2 or 3 questions. Then I pulled
up Live View on my computer and used my mobile
device to scan the cards. It took only 15 minutes,
ond was worth the extra effort.

Plickers is an exciting tool that teachers are using in creative woys. Not only
are they using it to assess content—area knowledge, they are creating “on the
fly” questions for voting during closs meetings. If you're interested

In learning more and sharing ideas with other teachers, sign up
for my Plickers Facebook group. It's a great woy to colloborate
with innovative educators. I look forward to connecting

with you therel ~ Laura Condler, Teaching Resources
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If you like this freebie, check out my TpT store
where you can find the resources on this page and
many morel Click on the Plickers Resources link to
find all of my products that include ready—to—use
images. Sign up for my newsletter, Candler’s
Classroom Connections, to be notified when

I odd freebies and resources to my

site and store! ~ Laura Candler

www.lauracandler.com
www.corkboardconnections.com
www.facebook.com/teachingresources
www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Laura—Candler
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