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What is International Dot Day?

International Dot Day is an unofficial day of celebration that takes place on or around
September 15th. It’s an exciting day because it’s all about encouraging kids to discover how
they can make a difference. To find out why it’s called Dot Day, read the book that inspired
this special day. The Dot, by Peter Reynolds, is the story of what happened to Vashti, a
student who became upset in art class because she didn't think she could draw. When her
teacher challenged her to "Just make a mark and see where it takes you," something
amazing happened!

Discussion Cards for The Dot

If you want to celebrate International Dot Day with your students, the best place to get
started is by reading The Dot to them. The story is short, but there’s so much to discuss!

To get started with those discussions, use the printable or digital discussion cards included
in this resource. These discussion cards work well as prompts for class discussions, although
it might be helpful to give students a chance to discuss them with a team or a partner
before sharing their responses with the whole class. You can also use the cards as journal
writing prompts after you’ve discussed them as a class.

Virtual Activities Using Google Slides

There are two Google Slides activities you can use when teaching remotely. The Virtual
Group Chat consists of 8 slides, each having one discussion card surrounded by text boxes
where students can respond. The Dot Day Virtual Journal consists of one slide with all 8
discussion cards placed next to it. Students choose 3 of the cards, drag them into the boxes,
and answer the questions in the spaces next to the cards. This independent activity would
work well after you’ve read the book aloud and discussed the questions as a class.

Where to Learn More about International Dot Day
Read Make Your Mark on International Dot Day to learn more about International Dot Day
and to find links to additional activities and where to purchase the book. Happy Dot Day!
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What do you think
is the most important
message or the
of this story? F

Hove you ever felt the
woy Vashti did at the
beginning of the story?

(Mot recessarly in art class
but in ony area of your ife?)

Vaoshti discover her
unique talents.

Virtual Group Chat #1

Type your response here.

Type your response here.

Type your respanse here. e

Type your response here.

Dot Day Virtual Journal Mame Your Name Here -

Read or listen to The Dot by Peter Reynolds. Choose three of the question cards,
and drag them info the boxes below. Type your responses next fo the cards,

Type your response here,

What do you think
s the most important
messoge or theme

of this story?
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https://amzn.to/3hYe89L
https://amzn.to/3hYe89L
http://bit.ly/dotdayvirtualgroupchat
http://bit.ly/dotdayvirtualjournal
https://www.lauracandler.com/celebrate-international-dot-day/

More Printable and Digital Resources from Laura Candler
Click each product below to find it in my TeachersPayTeachers store.
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Copyright and Permission Info

| hope you enjoy this International Dot Day freebie! If you share it with others, please make sure the
copyright information is visible on each page. You may not upload it to your own site or store as a
free or paid product, and you may not include it as a part of another resource. To share this freebie
with others, please link to it on my website or in my TpT store. Thanks!
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Place-Value-Boom-Cards-Level-2-Digital-Task-Cards-for-Distance-Learning-5943459?utm_source=Ad%20Page%20%7C%20August%2022%202020&utm_campaign=Place%20Value%20Level%202%20Boom%20Cards
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Fraction-Boom-Cards-Digital-Task-Cards-for-Distance-Learning-5639038?utm_source=Ad%20Page%20%7C%20July%202020&utm_campaign=Fraction%20Boom%20Cards
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Area-and-Perimeter-Boom-Cards-Geometry-and-Measurement-Digital-Task-Cards-5531086?utm_source=Ad%20Page%20%7C%20May%205%202020&utm_campaign=Area%20and%20Perimeter%20Boom%20Cards
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Place-Value-Boom-Cards-Level-1-Digital-Task-Cards-for-Distance-Learning-5654493?utm_source=Ad%20Page%20%7C%20August%2021%202020&utm_campaign=Place%20Value%20Level%201%20Boom%20Cards
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Elapsed-Time-Word-Problems-Boom-Cards-Digital-Interactive-Task-Cards-5777951?utm_source=Ad%20Page%20%7C%20July%2018%202020&utm_campaign=Elapsed%20Time%20Boom%20Cards
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Tricky-Words-Set-1-Digital-Boom-Cards-Confusing-Words-and-Homophones-5556022?utm_source=Ad%20Page%20%7C%20August%2010%202020&utm_campaign=Tricky%20Words%20Set%201%20Boom%20Cards
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Analyzing-Character-Traits-and-Biography-Writing-Bundle-456042?utm_source=Ad%20Page%20%7C%20Sept%203%202020&utm_campaign=Character%20Traits%20Bundle
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Poetry-Unit-Bundle-with-Lessons-Activities-Printables-and-Task-Cards-124655?utm_source=Ad%20Page%20%7C%20Sept%203%202020&utm_campaign=Poetry%20Unit%20Bundle
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Spelling-Word-Work-Bundle-Distance-Learning-Resources-2177389?utm_source=Ad%20Page%20%7C%20Sept%203%202020&utm_campaign=Seek%20and%20Spell%20Bundle
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Sentence-Writing-Activities-Bundle-Google-Classroom-Resources-and-Printables-4013363?utm_source=Ad%20Page%20%7C%20Sept%203%202020&utm_campaign=Sentence%20Writing%20Bundle
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Polygons-Bundle-with-Hands-on-Geometry-and-Google-Classroom-Activities-3708113?utm_source=Ad%20Page%20%7C%20Sept%203%202020&utm_campaign=Polygon%20Explorations%20Bundle
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Laura-Candler?utm_source=Ad%20Page%20%7C%20Sept%203%202020&utm_campaign=My%20TpT%20Store
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Laura-Candler/Category/Boom-Cards-430531?utm_source=Ad%20Page%20%7C%20August%2010%202020&utm_campaign=Boom%20Cards%20Category
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Weathering-and-Erosion-Boom-Cards-for-Distance-Learning-5388206?utm_source=Ad%20Page%20%7C%20July%202020&utm_campaign=Weathering%20Erosion%20Boom%20Cards
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Discussion Prompts for The Dot (Page I)
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Have you ever felt the Describe the sequence

way Voshti did ot the of events that helped
beginning of the story? Vashti discover her

(Not necessarily in art class | unique talents.
but in any area of your life?)

3

What character traits ' Why do you think
describe Vashti ot the . the author ended the
beginning of the story? ' story with Vashti
How would you describe asking the boy to
her ot the end? sign his wiggly line?
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Discussion Prompts for The Dot (Page 2)
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What do you think
Is the most important

message or theme
of this story?

make a big dif ference
in someone else’s life?
Explain your answer.

7

How did Voshti’'s art ' How do you dream of

5 . “maoking your mark” in
teacher encourage her | Fhe world? What's one

What can you do fo small way to start
encourage others? working on it now?
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Discussion Prompts For The Dot (Page I)
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Hoave you ever felt the i Describe the sequence

: of events that helped

Vashti discover her
unique tolents.

way Vashti did ot the
beginning of the story?

(Not necessarily in art class
but in any area of your life?)

U

What character traits Why do you think
describe Vashti ot the the author ended the
beginning of the story? | story with Vashti
How would you describe asking the boy fo
her ot the end? sign his wiggly line?
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Discussion Prompts For The Dot (Page 2)
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What do you think - [ What's something a
Is the most important

kid could do that might
make a big dif ference

In someone else’s life?
Explain your answer.

message or theme
of this story?

7 i 8
How did Vashti's art How do you dream of

5 i “making your mark” in
teacher encourage her : the world? What's one

small way to start
working on it now?

What can you do to
encourage others?
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