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Classroom Book Clubs:
Literature Circles Made EOS\/

Welcome to Classroom Book Clubs: Literature Circles Made Easy!
If you've thought of trying Literature Circles but didn't know how
to get started, this is the program for you. Consider this to be the Loura Candler
start of an exciting literary adventure, with me as your guide!

Let's start with the basics. Literature Circles are

groups of students reading the same book and

meeting regularly fo discuss their thoughts and

feelings about the book. Most students enjoy being

able to choose books that interest them and having

time Jro talk about the books wﬁrh their peers. Mon

prepare for the discussion by completing written
assignments related to their roles.

T began using Literature Circles many years ago with the goal of helping kids find the joy
in reading. Unfortunately, I soon discovered that methods involving roles required a lot of
advanced preparation on my part and a ton of work for my kids. One day I overheard
my students complaining about Literature Circles, and I knew I had fo find a way to
make them more fun for my students and less work for me. However, I didn't want to
sacrifice any academic benefits in the process. I tinkered with the basic elements of
Literature Circles, until T developed Classroom Book Clubs. This method doesn't use roles
so if's less structured, more fun for the kids, and less work for the teacher. Because it

Classroom Book Clubs worked so well that T wonted to share
what T had learned with others. T recorded a series of shor
videos to explain the process of setting up and run

As you watch the in

as if T'm giving you o

Classroom Book Clubs! can start stop the videos, or
replay parts that you
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the most out of the progr
and printables T descri

es in the videos. However,
t you need if you refer to the chart

utes planning your program, you'll have everything you need

assroom Book Clubs up and running. If you aren't sure
where to find the videos and other materials, read the Classroom
Book Clubs Quick Start Guide located in the main product folder.

If you look through the printables in this packet before you watch
the videos, you might wonder how you're supposed to use them.
Don't worry! Everything is fully explained in the videos.

One final note before you begin. The Classroom Book Clubs program is not intended to
replace your existing literacy program or to be implemented week after week, all year
long. Instead, think of the program os a way to, our regular literacy instruction.
Since each round of book clu ou can eosily integrate them
into almost any reading progra e books that appeal to them
and to talk about those book i E s i er a love of reading that's a

worthy goal in itself. 5 s you to relax and have fun with
them ro’rhz‘ .

Classroom Book Clubs Program Components

Video | Printables |Study Guide

Lesson Title Video File Name Length |Pack Pages Page

Introduction CBCIntro.mph 6 min none none

Lesson 1: Getting Started CBCLessonl.mpH 13 min -7 3

Lesson 2: Meeting Preparation CBCLesson2.mpH 17 min 4

Lesson 3: Meeting Strategies CBCLesson3.mpt 15 min

Lesson 4: Reflecting & Extending CBCLessond.mp4 12 min

Lesson 5: Beyond the Basics CBCLesson5.mpt 11 min
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Book Club Selections Name

Preview the book choices below and rate each book using the following scale:
1 = Gottareaditl 2 = Somewhat interested 3 = Not interested
If you have already read a book or seen the movie, mark an X in its rating block.

Rating Book Title Author

Book Club Selections Name

Preview the book choices below and rate each book using the following scale:
1=Gottaread it 2 =Somewhat interested 3 = Not interested
If you have already read a book or seen the movie, mark an X in its rating block.

Rating Book Title

]

©2016 Laura Candler's Teaching Resources ~ www.lauracandler.com ~ www.lauracandlerontpt.com

Announcmg Classroom BOOK Clubs!
Dear Parents,
m
i

Our closs is s’rar‘rmg an ex rogra m Book Clubs.” For the next few
weeks, st enfs e r ng them in small groups. Each group has 4
e sa Smce this is something new, T wanted to share
t you e

st support your child.

nt has iven a copy of his or her book to read. I will provide about 30
reading time each day, but if they do not complete their assigned reading they
o toke the book home to finish. The reading page assignments are created by
the book club groups on a daily basis and will be written on a bookmark or sticky note for
reference. In addition, students may have to complete a short assignment such as writing
a sunmmary, creating discussion questions, or using sticky notes to mark sections they want
to discuss. Please make sure your child completes his or her reading assignment each day.
Also note that they moay NOT read ahead of the assigned pages because this will spoil the
discussion. Of course they are always free to read other books at home, but they need to
respect the guidelines by not reading ahead in their book club book.

room Book Clubs:

ol or before bed.

as been completed.

nd show interest in what

Ways you can help your child experience success with
1. Set up a regular quiet reading ﬁme
Zi% 2. Check to be suregthe dailyds
3. Discuss the book with v,
he or she is.Leadig) Yo
E% 4 If your chld is

tul g pages aledaand discussing the story.

om B s will be based on completion of reading assignments,
nd participation during the meetings. Please contact me if you have any

Classroom Book Clubs

T am aware of the Classroom Book Clubs progrom, and I will do
my best to support my child as described in the letter above.

Student Name Parent Signature
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Audio Books & HMaterials Request

Dear Parents,

Our class is excited about o reading progrom we are using
called Classroom Book Clubs. In this progrom, students
select books they and reading groups are created according
to their choices.

We love the program, but one challenge we face is that some students want
to read books that are too dif ficult for them to read alone. Thergis an ea
solution, but I need your help! If T can obtain audio versions of the oo

0
everyone will be able to experience success in their groups. UnfBktulaiel
these materials are expensive and our school does not AAke thesfun
able to purchase everything we need.

You may be wondering if aud w Is actually roye reading skills or just
help students keep up with t¥ b club®AThe good news is that when
students read their books whilgithey listen, %hey improve their vocabulary,
reading comprehension, and flugfcy skills. No matter what age, most kids love

to listen to great stories. Also, students who struggle with reading are of ten
able to experience the joy of reading a really good book for the first tfimel

Because of the clear benefits of audio books, I'm setting up an Audio Book
Fund for our class. If you would like o moke a donation, you may send cash
or a check to me and T will add it to our fund. T'll use the money to buy items
needed for our audio book program, such as CDs, CD players and MP3 players,
batteries, and headphones. Any amount would be apprecioted. You can feel
confident that your donation will help students in our C\? improve t

reading skills and learn to love reading. Thanks for your ppore
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Sincerely,

Book Club Notes Nome
5

Tite/Author

ﬂy 2 Discussion Notes

Page to

Day 4 Discussion Notes

Page to
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Book Club Bookmark

Name

Read to page by (day ond date).

Question or Discussion Topic:

Summarize the important events or main ideas on the back of this bookmark.

Book Club Bookmark e

Name

Read to page by ay d

Question or Discussion Topic:

Summarize the important events ini n the back of this bookmark.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ ‘ O
Book Club Bookmark \
Name
by (day and date).

Read to page

Question or Discussion Topic:
. . o g
Summarize the important events or main ideas on the back 5 bool

00
Name
Read to page by (day ond date).

Question or Discussion Topi

Summarize the important events or main ideas on the back of this bookmark.
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Book Title
Character

12
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Chapter

Chapter

Main Event

<

Main Event

N

Chal

S

%‘ L
s q\
21)
L
5

Mai

Book (Club Par'ticipatio '

Name L)

Book Title

Grading Criteria

Tues | Wed | Thurs Fri

omplete ﬁr— i:h
Prepared jwith b ;

d/or assignment

d actively in discussions

Ex = Excellent

S = Satisfactory

N = Needs Improvement

U = Unsatisfactory

Final Grade
Name Week of
k T
rading Criteria Mon | Tues | Wed | Thurs | Fri

Completed assigned reading on time

Prepared with book and/or assignment

Participated actively in discussions
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Ex = Excellent S = Satisfactory

N = Needs Improvement

U = Unsatisfactory

Final Grade
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Classroom Book Clubs Participation

Week of

Student Nome M T A Th F

Final

W O IN|o | n R W=
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Talking Sticks Book Club l’leeting Dir
L
Bring to the Meeting: Book and Writ1éh Rs

1. Get Started (3 min e 9 , faee=to—foce where

tol ly still hearfeadk other. Choose a discussion
hi ngeds to one large cup with three craft
or paison T hese are your “falking sticks” because
use to signal when you want to speak. The

ion leader holds the cup and gives everyone three sticks.

2. Summarize (5 min) Starting with the leader, everyone should take a turn
summarizing a part of the book in the order that it happened. Hold up a
stick when you want to add to the summary. Place it in the cup when you
start speaking. Each person continues where the last person left of f, and

3. Discuss (15 min) Follow these steps for your discussion:

« Toke turns sharing your written res ofes and questions. Use
your journal, bookmark, graphic orgafiizer, of, whatever item you used
to prepare for the Meeti

« Hold up o stick when§ou wo to\ghare *Put your stick in the cup
when you Shoringkyo r.

« If yo a ion, of to share their opinions, too. People
e§pond or shale MUst put a stick in the cup when they do so.
eveliyone ftns out of sticks, pass them out again. The object is

0 USE thesticks, not to keep them!

. ake sure everyone participotes equally, everyone must use their
remaining sticks before the sticks are given out again.

4. Predict (5 min) Starting with the leader, toke turns predicting what will
happen next. Discuss your predictions.

5. Set Reading Goals (2 min) Decide how many
pages to read before the next day or next
meeting, and record your reading goals.
Return to your seat and begin reading.
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Book (Club Reflections

(@)

OC)

Write a paragraph about your experiences
with Book Clubs. Include your answers
these questions in your response;

i ini ' daﬂr\ time?
i tentasSignments?

» How did your megting g
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Book Club Meeting Refl
L

Name te
Title uthor
Some-
Yes whot No

passages with sticky notes, and/or writing discussion questions.

T moved to the meeting area quickly and quietly, and T helped
my group get started within 3 minutes.

T brought all required materials to the meeting (book, written
response, etc.)

T participated actively in the conversation by listening, asking
questions, and sharing my ideas.

T wos a careful and caring listener by giving my completg

Write a complete onse T6

1. What pofttant col
interesti tributionthat someone else made to the discussion?

ution you made to the discussion today? What was an important or

2. What might you and/or your group do to improve your Book Club meeting next time?

Comments:

Adapted from Literature Circles Resource Guide by Bonnie Campbell Hill, Katherine L. Schlick Noe, and Nancy J. Johnson.
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Write a complete response to each question.

Comments:

Adapted from Literature Circles Resource Guide by Bonnie Campbell Hill, Katherine L. Schlick Noe, and Nancy J. Johnson.
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Final Grade

Name

] o
.mcdn =
0 [ L))
£2 %
T 8 8
o O
? QL
£ & &

All team members musilisign to
show their agreement with

the above inform

Describe your own contributions to the project.

again, what would you do differently to improve?

What did you most enjoy about working on this project?

If you @\‘ his p

Teacher Comments:

22
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Design Your Own (Classroom Bo

Teach&’(@

S Program

Starting Date
Ending Date

How will you obtain the books?

Book Clubs Structure

Will the groups meet simultaneously or one at a time with you?

Who will lead the meetings? Wil it be the same person every time?

How many days o week will students meet with their groups?

©2016 Laura Candler's Teaching Resources ~ www.lauracandler.com ~ www.lauracandlerontpt.com
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Where will each group meet for their Book Clubs?

How much class time will you give your students to read? Wil you let them take their books home?

How will students prepare for the meetings? Will you have them complete response journal

) E xploring 39 |
- - e - ' g I - 4
% ; )‘ ) g g J ylome
entries, bookmarks, graphic organizers, or prepare sticky notes with questions? — .
Y T Analyzing ¥ | e
ntelligence
chunlgcr T s
el L 1 : x Laura Cander
ple, didnt oReidn’ 2 :, Y - : ‘ E

What will you do if a student is not prepared for the meeting? (For e
complete assignment?)

Copyright and Permission Info
© 2016 by Laura Candler. Your individual purchase of Classroom Book Clubs entitles you to

print the pages and view the videos as needed for. your students. However, no part
P . , by any means, without prior
m m ?
What modifications will you provide for réaders who need more support? written permission from Lau of be uploaded +o school

networks, and the videos may i elopment in a group setting
unless a site license is se 5 my intellectual property rights!

cho

share Classrggm k Clubs with a group of teachers
: professional development, please

Assessment 0 license from my TpT store. A site license provides a

How will you assess your students’ progress and participation?

Other Notes \

feel free to email me at contact@lauracandler.com.

Click here to sign up for Candler’s Classroom Connections, my email - i g
newsletter. You'll receive exclusive free content, product update SCHOOL SITE LICENSE
information, and special of fers not available anywhere else!

ERER

Artwork Credits

Digital Classroom Clipart www.digitalclassroomclipart.com

Creative to the Core

Kate Hadfield Designs www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kate-Hadfield-Designs
Zip—a—-Dee-Do-Doh—Designs www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Zip-a-dee-doo-dah-Designs

Whimsy Workshop Teaching B -

Living, Breathing, Loving Teaching www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Living=Breathing—And-Loving-Teaching
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