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Classroom Book Clubs: 
Literature Circles Made Easy 
 
 
Welcome to CClassroom Book Clubs: Literature Circles Made Easy!  
If you've thought of trying Literature Circles but didn't know how  
to get started, this is the program for you. Consider this to be the 
start of an exciting literary adventure, with me as your guide!  
 
Let’s start with the basics. Literature Circles are 
groups of students reading the same book and 
meeting regularly to discuss their thoughts and 
feelings about the book. Most students enjoy being 
able to choose books that interest them and having 
time to talk about the books with their peers. Many 
traditional models involve assigning roles, such as 
Discussion Director, Summarizer, or Vocabulary 
Wizard. Students generally read an assigned number 
of pages in their books prior to each meeting and 
prepare for the discussion by completing written 
assignments related to their roles.  
 
I began using Literature Circles many years ago with the goal of helping kids find the joy 
in reading. Unfortunately, I soon discovered that methods involving roles required a lot of 
advanced preparation on my part and a ton of work for my kids. One day I overheard 
my students complaining about Literature Circles, and I knew I had to find a way to 
make them more fun for my students and less work for me. However, I didn’t want to 
sacrifice any academic benefits in the process. I tinkered with the basic elements of 
Literature Circles, until I developed Classroom Book Clubs. This method doesn’t use roles 
so it’s less structured, more fun for the kids, and less work for the teacher. Because it’s 
so flexible, it’s easy to adapt for a wide variety of classroom types and student abilities.  
 
Classroom Book Clubs worked so well that I wanted to share 
what I had learned with others. I recorded a series of short 
videos to explain the process of setting up and running a book 
clubs program in detail. I created these narrated videos as 
slidecasts, a recording format that combines audio podcasts 
with visual elements like PowerPoint slides or screen captures. 
As you watch the introduction and five lessons, it will seem  
as if I’m giving you a personal presentation about how to do 
Classroom Book Clubs! You can start and stop the videos, or 
replay parts that you want to hear again.   
 

Laura Candler 
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I also created two supplementary documents, the Think && Apply 
Study Guide and a set of NNote-taking Outlines, to help teachers get 
the most out of the program. Finally, I compiled all of the forms 
and printables I described in the videos into this CClassroom Book 
Clubs Printables Mini Pack. I recently updated these printables, so 
the pages don’t look the same as the ones in the videos. However, 
you should be able to find what you need if you refer to the chart 
at the bottom of this page. After you watch the videos and spend a 
few minutes planning your program, you’ll have everything you need 
to get Classroom Book Clubs up and running. If you aren’t sure 
where to find the videos and other materials, read the CClassroom 
Book Clubs Quick Start Guide located in the main product folder.  
 
If you look through the printables in this packet before you watch 
the videos, you might wonder how you’re supposed to use them. 
Don’t worry! Everything is fully explained in the videos.  
  
One final note before you begin. The Classroom Book Clubs program is not intended to 
replace your existing literacy program or to be implemented week after week, all year 
long. Instead, think of the program as a way to enhance your regular literacy instruction. 
Since each round of book clubs will take just a few weeks, you can easily integrate them 
into almost any reading program. Allowing students to choose books that appeal to them 
and to talk about those books with their classmates will foster a love of reading that’s a 
worthy goal in itself. Viewing book clubs this way allows you to relax and have fun with 
them rather than trying to make every moment a teachable one!  
 
Ready? It’s time to embark on your Classroom Book Clubs adventure! 

Lesson Title Video File Name Video 
Length 

Printables 
Pack Pages 

Study Guide 
Page 

Introduction CBCIntro.mp4 6 min none none 

Lesson 1: Getting Started CBCLesson1.mp4 13 min 6 - 7 3 

Lesson 2: Meeting Preparation CBCLesson2.mp4 17 min 8-12 4 

Lesson 3: Meeting Strategies CBCLesson3.mp4 15 min 13-15 5 

Lesson 4: Reflecting & Extending CBCLesson4.mp4 12 min 16-21 6 

Lesson 5: Beyond the Basics CBCLesson5.mp4 11 min 22-24 7 
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Rating Book Title Author 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

       Name ______________________________ 

Preview the book choices below and rate each book using the following scale: 
1 = Gotta read it! 2 = Somewhat interested 3 = Not interested 

If you have already read a book or seen the movie, mark an X in its rating block. 

Book Club Selections 

Rating Book Title Author 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

       Name ______________________________ 

Preview the book choices below and rate each book using the following scale: 
1 = Gotta read it! 2 = Somewhat interested 3 = Not interested 

If you have already read a book or seen the movie, mark an X in its rating block. 

Book Club Selections 
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Announcing Classroom Book Clubs! 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Our class is starting an exciting new program called “Classroom Book Clubs.” For the next few 
weeks, students will be reading books and discussing them in small groups. Each group has 4 
to 6 students who selected the same book. Since this is something new, I wanted to share 
how this program works so that you can best support your child. 
 
Each student has been given a copy of his or her book to read. I will provide about 30 
minutes of reading time each day, but if they do not complete their assigned reading they 
will need to take the book home to finish. The reading page assignments are created by  
the book club groups on a daily basis and will be written on a bookmark or sticky note for 
reference. In addition, students may have to complete a short assignment such as writing 
a summary, creating discussion questions, or using sticky notes to mark sections they want 
to discuss. Please make sure your child completes his or her reading assignment each day. 
Also note that they may NOT read ahead of the assigned pages because this will spoil the 
discussion. Of course they are always free to read other books at home, but they need to 
respect the guidelines by not reading ahead in their book club book. 
 
Ways you can help your child experience success with Classroom Book Clubs: 

1. Set up a regular quiet reading time after school or before bed. 
2. Check to be sure the daily reading assignment has been completed. 
3. Discuss the book with your child. Ask questions and show interest in what  

he or she is reading. You can even get your own copy and read along! 
4. If you feel your child is having trouble understanding the book,  

take turns reading pages aloud and discussing the story. 
 

Grades for Classroom Book Clubs will be based on completion of reading assignments, 
written responses, and participation during the meetings. Please contact me if you have any 
further questions. We are excited to have this chance to read books of our choice and talk 
about them with friends! 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
       
 

 
Classroom Book Clubs 

 
I am aware of the Classroom Book Clubs program, and I will do  
my best to support my child as described in the letter above.  
 
 
___________________________________              ___________________________________ 
       Student Name         Parent Signature 
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Audio Books & Materials Request 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Our class is excited about a reading program we are using 
called Classroom Book Clubs. In this program, students 
select books they and reading groups are created according 
to their choices.  
 
We love the program, but one challenge we face is that some students want 
to read books that are too difficult for them to read alone. There’s an easy 
solution, but I need your help! If I can obtain audio versions of the books, 
everyone will be able to experience success in their groups. Unfortunately, 
these materials are expensive and our school does not have the funding to be 
able to purchase everything we need.  
 
You may be wondering if audio materials actually improve reading skills or just 
help students keep up with their book clubs. The good news is that when 
students read their books while they listen, they improve their vocabulary, 
reading comprehension, and fluency skills. No matter what age, most kids love 
to listen to great stories. Also, students who struggle with reading are often 
able to experience the joy of reading a really good book for the first time!  
 
Because of the clear benefits of audio books, I’m setting up an Audio Book 
Fund for our class. If you would like to make a donation, you may send cash 
or a check to me and I will add it to our fund. I’ll use the money to buy items 
needed for our audio book program, such as CDs, CD players and MP3 players, 
batteries, and headphones. Any amount would be appreciated. You can feel 
confident that your donation will help students in our class improve their 
reading skills and learn to love reading. Thanks for your support! 
       
Sincerely, 
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Day 2 Discussion Notes 

Date ________________    Page _____ to _____ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 
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________________________________________ 

Day 1 Discussion Notes 

Date ________________    Page _____ to _____ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

     Name ________________________________ 
 

Title/Author ____________________________________________________________________ 

Book Club Notes 

Day 3 Discussion Notes 

Date ________________    Page _____ to _____ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 
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________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 
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Day 4 Discussion Notes 

Date ________________    Page _____ to _____ 
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________________________________________ 
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Book Club Bookmark 
Name ____________________________________   
 
Read to page  _______  by ______________________________________ (day and date).  
 
Question or Discussion Topic:_____________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Summarize the important events or main ideas on the back of this bookmark.  

Book Club Bookmark 
Name ____________________________________   
 
Read to page  _______  by ______________________________________ (day and date).  
 
Question or Discussion Topic:_____________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Summarize the important events or main ideas on the back of this bookmark.  

Book Club Bookmark 
Name ____________________________________   
 
Read to page  _______  by ______________________________________ (day and date).  
 
Question or Discussion Topic:_____________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Summarize the important events or main ideas on the back of this bookmark.  

Book Club Bookmark 
Name ____________________________________   
 
Read to page  _______  by ______________________________________ (day and date).  
 
Question or Discussion Topic:_____________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Summarize the important events or main ideas on the back of this bookmark.  
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Ex = Excellent  S = Satisfactory            N = Needs Improvement           U = Unsatisfactory 

Name ___________________________________     Week of_____________________________ 
 
Book Title _______________________________________________________________________ 

Grading Criteria Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri 

Completed assigned reading on time      

Prepared with book and/or assignment      

Participated actively in discussions       

Book Club Participation 

Final Grade  

Ex = Excellent  S = Satisfactory            N = Needs Improvement           U = Unsatisfactory 

Name ___________________________________     Week of_____________________________ 
 
Book Title _______________________________________________________________________ 

Grading Criteria Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri 

Completed assigned reading on time      

Prepared with book and/or assignment      

Participated actively in discussions       

Book Club Participation 

Final Grade  
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Week of _________________ 
 

Student Name M T W Th F Final 

 1.        
 2.        
 3.        
 4.        
 5.        
 6.        
 7.        
 8.        
 9.        
10.        
11.        
12.        
13.        
14.        
15.        
16.        
17.        
18.        
19.        
20.        
21.        
22.        
23.        
24.       
25.       

26.       

27.       

28.       

29.       

30.       

Classroom Book Clubs Participation 
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Talking Sticks Book Club Meeting Directions 
 
Bring to the Meeting: Book and Written Response 
 
1. Get Started (3 min) Circle up in a group, face-to-face where  

you can talk quietly and still hear each other. Choose a discussion 
leader. This person needs to get one  large cup with three craft 
sticks for each person. These are your “talking sticks” because 
you will use them to signal when you want to speak. The 
discussion leader holds the cup and gives everyone three sticks.  

 
2. Summarize (5 min) Starting with the leader, everyone should take a turn 

summarizing a part of the book in the order that it happened. Hold up a 
stick when you want to add to the summary. Place it in the cup when you 
start speaking. Each person continues where the last person left off, and 
everyone needs to contribute something to the summary. 

 
3. Discuss (15 min) Follow these steps for your discussion: 

Take turns sharing your written response notes and questions. Use 
your journal, bookmark, graphic organizer, or whatever item you used 
to prepare for the meeting.  
Hold up a stick when you would like to share. Put your stick in the cup 
when you begin sharing your answer.  
If you ask a question, ask others to share their opinions, too. People 
who respond or share must put a stick in the cup when they do so. 
When everyone runs out of sticks, pass them out again. The object is 
to USE the sticks, not to keep them! 
To make sure everyone participates equally, everyone must use their 
remaining sticks before the sticks are given out again.  

 
4. Predict (5 min) Starting with the leader, take turns predicting what will 

happen next. Discuss your predictions. 
  

5. Set Reading Goals (2 min) Decide how many  
pages to read before the next day or next  
meeting, and record your reading goals.  
Return to your seat and begin reading.  
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Book Club Reflections 
 
 
Write a paragraph about your experiences 
with Book Clubs. Include your answers to 
these questions in your response:  

Did you finish the assigned reading on time?  
Did you complete all written assignments?  
How did your meeting go?  
How could you improve next week?   
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Book Club Meeting Reflections 
  
Name __________________________________________                     Date ________________________ 
  

Title __________________________________________________ Author ______________________ 

I responded in a polite way to other group members’ ideas. 

I was a careful and caring listener by giving my complete  
attention to other group members when they were speaking. 

I moved to the meeting area quickly and quietly, and I helped 
my group get started within 3 minutes. 

I prepared for the meeting by writing in my journal, marking  
passages with sticky notes, and/or writing discussion questions. 

I participated actively in the conversation by listening, asking 
questions, and sharing my ideas. 

I completed my assigned reading on time each day. 

I brought all required materials to the meeting (book, written 
response, etc.)  

Reflection Statements Yes Some-
what No 

Write a complete response to each question.   
 
1. What was an important contribution you made to the discussion today? What was an important or 
interesting contribution that someone else made to the discussion?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

2. What might you and/or your group do to improve your Book Club meeting next time?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Comments: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________  

  

Adapted from Literature Circles Resource Guide by Bonnie Campbell Hill, Katherine L. Schlick Noe, and Nancy J. Johnson. 
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Book Club Meeting Reflections 
  
Name __________________________________________                     Date ________________________ 
  
Title __________________________________________________ Author ______________________ 

Reflection Statements Yes Some-
what No 

Write a complete response to each question.   
 
1..  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

2..  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Comments: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Adapted from Literature Circles Resource Guide by Bonnie Campbell Hill, Katherine L. Schlick Noe, and Nancy J. Johnson. 
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All team members must sign to 
show their agreement with 
the above information. 

Team Project 
Evaluation 
                 Name _________________________________ 

                   Date __________________________________ 

 
 

Project Topic or Title _______________________________________________ 

Briefly describe your project.  

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Describe your own contributions to the project. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                    _______________________________________ 

                   _______________________________________ 

                   _______________________________________ 

                   _______________________________________ 

If you were to do this project again, what would you do differently to improve?  

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What did you most enjoy about working on this project? 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Teacher Comments: 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Final Grade  
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Looks Like Sounds Like 

 

Working Together Skills g g
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Design Your Own Classroom Book Clubs Program 
Teacher Planning Tool 

 

Starting Date ______________________________   

Ending Date _______________________________ 

 

Advanced Preparation 

What books will you use? What is the approximate reading level of each book? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How will you obtain the books? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How will you allow students to choose their books? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How will you inform the parents of your expectations regarding Book Clubs? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Book Clubs Structure 

Will the groups meet simultaneously or one at a time with you?  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Who will lead the meetings? Will it be the same person every time?  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

How many days a week will students meet with their groups?  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Where will each group meet for their Book Clubs? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How much class time will you give your students to read? Will you let them take their books home?  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How will students prepare for the meetings? Will you have them complete response journal  
entries, bookmarks, graphic organizers, or prepare sticky notes with questions? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What will you do if a student is not prepared for the meeting? (For example, didn’t read or didn’t 
complete assignment?) 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What modifications will you provide for readers who need more support? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Assessment 

How will you assess your students’ progress and participation?  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Other Notes 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
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Terrific Teaching Resources from Laura Candler! Click each cover below to find the item on TpT. 

Copyright and Permission Info 
© 2016 by Laura Candler. Your individual purchase of Classroom Book Clubs entitles you to 
print the pages and view the videos as needed for use with your students. However, no part 
of this program may be reproduced or presented in any form, by any means, without prior 
written permission from Laura Candler. The digital files may not be uploaded to school 
networks, and the videos may not be used for professional development in a group setting 
unless a site license is purchased. Thanks for respecting my intellectual property rights! 
 
Site Licensing for Schools 
If you would like to share Classroom Book Clubs with a group of teachers 
or use it as a basis for schoolwide professional development, please 
purchase a school site license from my TpT store. A site license provides a 
school with an unlimited use of the materials by all teachers in that school. 
The license does not have to be renewed each year. If you have questions, 
feel free to email me at contact@lauracandler.com.  
  
Click hhere to sign up for Candler’s Classroom Connections, my email 
newsletter. You’ll receive exclusive free content, product update 
information, and special offers not available anywhere else!  

Artwork Credits   
Digital Classroom Clipart www.digitalclassroomclipart.com 
Creative to the Core www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Creative-To-The-Core 
Kate Hadfield Designs www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kate-Hadfield-Designs 
Zip-a-Dee-Do-Dah-Designs www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Zip-a-dee-doo-dah-Designs 
Whimsy Workshop Teaching www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Whimsy-Workshop-Teaching 
Living, Breathing, Loving Teaching  www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Living-Breathing-And-Loving-Teaching 
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