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Are You in the Right Place? Here’s What You’ll Learn… 

Check your confirmation email for a link to the handouts. 

Webinar Handouts Webinar Freebies
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• HD Quality Video Recording
• Audio Mp3 Recording
• PD certificate (90 min)
• Easy access to freebies
• PDF handouts of the slides

How to Teach Poetry 
Step by Step 
Webinar Pack

I want you to be so 
and 

that you can’t wait 
to get started

! 

Why Teach ? Why Teach 
?

The Mane of the Sun

As the sunshine 
lights up the earth, 
its beaming rays
flash off the
lion’s mane of the sun. 
Through the clouds rising
making the earth brighter,
brighter,
and brighter 
as he makes morning 
with his beautiful mane.

~ Keenon
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Why Teach 
?

Me and you go together
like I am the key  
and you are the diary
and I open all your secrets.

Me and you go together
like socks
I am the right
and you are the left
walking together
like friends.

Me and you go together like 
best friends all the time.

~ Keyera

More Reasons to Teach Step-by-Step
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Write Formula Poem 
Suggestion #1 

WriteFormula Poem 
Suggestion #2 Explore 

Ralph FletcherKristine O’Connell George  
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Free Verse 
The Swing

How do you like to go up in a swing,
Up in the air so blue?

Oh, I do think it the pleasantest thing
Ever a child can do!

Up in the air and over the wall,
Till I can see so wide,

Rivers and trees and cattle and all
Over the countryside—

Till I look down on the garden green,
Down on the roof so brown—

Up in the air I go flying again,
Up in the air and down!

by Robert Louis Stevenson

Poem 
with 

Rhyme 
and 

Rhythm

The Swing

My dad gives me 
a quick push 

and I swing 
higher

higher
higher

my feet touch the sun
and my heart sings

I am free!  

by Laura Candler

Free 
Verse 
Poem

From Emma Dilemma: Big Sister Poems by Kristine O’Connell George

Illustrated by Nancy Carpenter - Reprinted with permission
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From Emma Dilemma: Big Sister Poems by Kristine O’Connell George

Illustrated by Nancy Carpenter - Reprinted with permission

Emma Dilemma Kristine O’Connell George

Share & Discuss Poems Daily*

*Be sure to include free verse poetry!

Show each poem while reading it aloud. 
Then chat about the poem informally.

Compare and Prose

Poetry Prose
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Poetry

Prose

paragraphs stanzas

can tell a story

complete 
sentences

phrases and 
short linessimiles 

metaphors may rhyme

may have a 
rhythm 

Teach the Language of 

Rhyme Repetition
Rhythm Alliteration
Simile Onomatopoeia
Metaphor Personification 
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Teach the Language of 

Fog

The fog comes
on little cat feet.

It sits looking
over harbor and city
on silent haunches
and then moves on.

by Carl Sandburg

Teach the Language of 

Teach the Language of Teach the Language of 
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Teach the Language of 

Students record examples in a journal 
and/or interactive notebook

Teach the Language of 

Teach the Language of Teach the Language of 
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Dig Deeper and Discuss 

Graphic Organizer

Example

Dreams
Hold fast to dreams
For if dreams die
Life is a broken-winged bird
That cannot fly.

Hold fast to dreams
For when dreams go
Life is a barren field
Frozen with snow.

Langston Hughes

Printables and Variations
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Half-page Size for Journals

Guiding Discussions

Recharge & Write About Recharge & Write About 
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Recharge & Write About Independent Written Reflection

Craft Together & Alone

Webinar Slide Handouts for How to Teach Kids to Love Poetry

©2017 Laura Candler’s Teaching Resources ~ www.laurcandlerontpt.com 13



Craft Together

How to Craft Similes and Metaphors*

1. Choose the
right topic.

2. Brainstorm
ideas about
the topic.

*Whole class lesson

How to Craft Similes and Metaphors

3. Look for “seeds” of similes and
metaphors.

Webinar Slide Handouts for How to Teach Kids to Love Poetry

©2017 Laura Candler’s Teaching Resources ~ www.laurcandlerontpt.com 14



How to Craft Similes and Metaphors

4. Choose a “seed” and write a
basic simile or a metaphor.

Example: Reading a 
hard book is 
like climbing a 
mountain. 

some books 
are long and 
hard to read

How to Craft Similes and Metaphors

5. Revise and/or edit your writing.

Example:
Books can be 
like mountains
towering over me, 
steep and 
challenging to climb, 
but worth the struggle.

Craft
Combine several images into one poem.

Crafting Comparison Poems
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Crafting Partner Comparison Poems Crafting Team Comparison Poems

Foster Independent Writing What is Poetic License? 

The freedom to change 
facts and disregard the 

rules of language in order 
to create a desired effect

Poetry is the Burger King of writing! 
You can have it your way!
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Fun Poetic License Freebie 

by Ralph Fletcher

• Written in kid-friendly
language students (but
great for teachers, too!)

• Explains how to find ideas for
poems, how to use imagery,
and how to craft a poem

• Includes lots of student
poetry examples

Provide Time for 
Writing

Private Eye Field Trip

Corn Husks

They crumple like
dried onion peels.
The lines on the skin 
look like spaghetti noodles.
Corn husks are the color 
of the desert sand.
They are as light 
as a feather in  your hand. 

~ Anthony, 5th grade

Private Eye 
Magnifying 
Lenses
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Set Aside 
Time for 
Sharing 

Teaching kids to 

is giving them a

they can unwrap 
over and over.  

$24.95

Webinar Thank You

Thru March 31st

(Ends at Midnight EDT)

$30+ value
www.lauracandler.com/webinars/poetry
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