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Informational Text Discussion Prompts is a collection of eight prompts to guide 

whole class discussions. Each set of questions includes a reference to the Common 

Core Informational Text Standard in the lower left corner, and the questions are 

arranged in that order. In addition to those specific standards, using these prompts 

meets CCSS RI K.1 and RI K.10, especially if you allow students to ask and answer 

their own questions. Fostering  effective class discussions also meets Speaking and 

Listening Standard K.1. Even though the prompts are numbered, they can be 

discussed in any order.  The questions are stated very simply to keep them from 

being confusing and wordy, and they are intended to spark further discussion. In 

fact, almost every CCSS Reading Standard begins with the words, “With prompting 

and support…” so it’s clear that Kindergarten students are not expected to be able 

to answer these questions on their own. Even though the prompts are numbered, they 

can be discussed in any order.  

 

These questions are the same questions as the Informational Text Questions in the 

Kindergarten Talking Sticks Common Core Discussion pack; the only difference is that 

these are formatted to make them easy to display in front of the class. To create your 

own discussion questions, use the blank template on page 11. Display it on an interactive 

whiteboard or overhead projector and write your question in the middle. If you are 

interested in the 1st Grade Talking Sticks pack, you can purchase it in my TpT store: 

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Laura-Candler 
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Discussion Prompt #1 
 

What is this text  
mostly about?  

How do you know?  

RI K.2 

Standard to be removed later: 

RI.K.2 With prompting and support, 

identify the main topic and retell key 

details of a text. 
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Discussion Prompt #2 
 

Name two important people, 
events, or ideas in this text.  
How are they connected?  

RI K.3 

Standard to be removed later: 

RI.K.3 With prompting and support, 

describe the connection between 

two individuals, events, ideas, or 

pieces of information in a text. 
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Discussion Prompt #3 
 

Are there any words in the  
text that you don’t know?  

How can we find out  
what they mean? 

RI K.4 

Standard to be removed later: 

RI.K.4 With prompting and sup-

port, ask and answer questions 

about unknown words in a text. 
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Discussion Prompt #4 
 

Who is the author?  
What was the author’s part in 
sharing the ideas in the text?  

RI K.6 

Standard to be removed later: 

RI.K.6 Name the author and illus-

trator of a text and define the role 

of each in presenting the ideas or 

information in a text. 
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Discussion Prompt #5 
 

Who is the illustrator?  
What was the illustrator’s part in 

sharing the ideas in the text?  

RI K.6 

Standard to be removed later: 

RI.K.6 Name the author and illus-

trator of a text and define the role 

of each in presenting the ideas or 

information in a text. 
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Discussion Prompt #6 
 

Look at the pictures  
and the words in the story.  
How do they go together?  

RI K.7 

Standard to be removed later: 

RI.K.7 With prompting and support, 

describe the relationship between illus-

trations and the text in which they ap-

pear (e.g., what person, place, thing, or 

idea in the text an illustration depicts). 

©2013 ~ Created by Laura Candler ~ Teaching Resources ~ www.lauracandler.com

Preview Version



Discussion Prompt #8 
 

Name two different texts  
that are about the same  
topic. How are these two  
texts alike and different? 

RI K.9 

Standard to be removed later: 

RI.K.9 With prompting and support, 

identify basic similarities in and differ-

ences between two texts on the same 

topic (e.g., in illustrations, descrip-

tions, or procedures). 
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Discussion Prompt #7 
 

What is one point the author  
is trying to make?  

What reasons does the author  
give to explain this point?  

RI K.8 

Standard to be removed later: 

RI.K.8 With prompting and sup-

port, identify the reasons an author 

gives to support points in a text. 
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The questions in Informational Text Discussion Questions include 

topics aligned with the Informational Text and Speaking and Listening standards below.  

 

Informational Text Standards 

RI.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 

RI.K.2 With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. 

RI.K.3 With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, events, 

ideas, or pieces of information in a text. 

RI.K.4 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about unknown words in a 

text. 

RI.K.6 Name the author and illustrator of a text and define the role of each in presenting the 

ideas or information in a text. 

RI.K.7 With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the 

text in which they appear (e.g., what person, place, thing, or idea in the text an illustration 

depicts). 

RI.K.8 With prompting and support, identify the reasons an author gives to support points in 

a text. 

RI.K.9 With prompting and support, identify basic similarities in and differences between two 

texts on the same topic (e.g., in illustrations, descriptions, or procedures). 

RI.K.10 Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding. 

 

Common Core Aligned 
Kindergarten Standards 
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Speaking and Listening 

K.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten 

topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

 Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others and taking turns 

speaking about the topics and texts under discussion). 

 Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges 

 

 

Common Core Aligned 
Kindergarten Standards 
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Copyright and Permission Info 

 

Informational Text Discussion Prompts is copyrighted by Laura Candler. Unless your school has 

purchased a site license for this item, your single user purchase entitles you to make copies for your 

classroom only. You may not distribute this ebook in print or digital form without written 

permission from Laura Candler. Email help@lauracandler.com with copyright and permission 

inquiries. To find out about affordable school site licenses, please visit http://www.lauracandler.com/

sitelicense.php. Thanks for respecting my intellectual property rights! ~ Laura Candler 

Artwork Credits 

 

The clipart, borders, and frames in my ebooks come from a variety  

of sources. If you like the artwork and design elements you see in my  

materials, visit the stores of these clipart sellers.  

 

Digital Classroom Clipart 

www.digitalclassroomclipart.com 

 

Digital Swirls Creations 

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Digital-Swirls-Creations  

  

Fancy Dog Studio 

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Fancy-Dog-Studio 

 

Scrappin Doodles 

http://www.scrappindoodles.com 
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