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Character Bio Reports are an easy and effective way to encourage students to writ’
report on a famous person or character. Instead of copying facts and rewor: el

report, students research the person’s accomplishments and use that inf
character analysis. In the process, students deepen their understandi

assignment is so flexible that it can be used several times during
characters. In this packet you’ll find a basic Character Bio Rep
the six different variations of this activity shown on the r
variations.

Common Core English Language Arts Standal
Character Bio Reports can be used to addes:
Common Core Language Arts Stan
Conducting the research aspect o meets several
of the Reading Informatio e; ds for those grade
levels. Writing the repo ple Writing standards,
especially anchor st 2 , which state respectively,
“Write informati ory%exts to examine a topic and
convey ideas n clearly,” and “Conduct short

uild knowledge about a topic.”
ou follow the lesson plan on the next
be guiding your students through the entire writing
ch addresses many other Writing and Language
rds for your grade level. Because these lessons are aligned
so many writing standards, I've listed the specific standards
for grades 2 through 6 that can be met with this unit. You'll find
those standards outlined at the end of the packet.

Analyzing Character Traits

If your students need additional work with character trait analysis,

you'll find a complete unit, Analyzing Character Traits, in my
Literacy Mini Pack collection on Teaching Resources. From the
main page, www.lauracandler.com, choose Laura’s Books and
then Mini Pack Lessons from the dropdown menu.
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Character Bio Variations

Basic Character Bio
Presidents
Scxentlsts/lnventors
Historical Figures
Black Americans
Book Characters .
Native Country Bios.

Analyzing
Character
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Character Bio Teacher Information

The Character Bio Report lesson will take several days to a week
depending on how much class time you devote to the project. This
packet contains a variety of direction pages and graphic organizers,

but it’s not necessary to duplicate them all. The only handout that your
students must have is a copy of the directions that you select for this
particular assignment. All other materials can be displayed on a
projector or recreated with a foldable or homemade graphic organizer.

Lesson Suggestions

1. Introducing the Lesson - Choose the focus of your assignment. You can use the,
basic Character Bio directions on page 4 and leave it completely open-end Ol
can use one of the specialized direction pages at the end of this packet@r u
assignment deadline and duplicate one copy for each student. If y, af e
Character Bio Rubric on page 11 to assess their reports, display a ubric
and explain it to your students.

2. Brainstorming - After you present the assignment, provi ss ti brainstorm
topics. It’s strongly suggested that you approve eil@ re they begin

researching their topic. To make this easy, roval Slips on page 5.
3. Researching - Give students a copy of th page on page 6, or have

them take notes on their own paper. Remind t| to record their
sources if you plan to have them re| s later. If possible,
arrange for them to have class tj puter time for research.
4. Choosing Character Trai Character Traits list on page
7 or give each stude'a he meanings of unfamiliar
words and have t

character traits that describe their
person. Ask t

their chos . In some cases they may need to conduct
a little o find additional supporting details.
5. i as - Before they begin writing, your students need to
o rganize their ideas. You can use one of the two graphic
I} ers on pages 8 and 9 or have them create their own graphic

orgahizer. They should write one character trait at the top of each
ction and list supporting details under that trait.

. Writing the Report - When students are ready to write, introduce
them to the 5-paragraph essay format shown on the Character Bio
Rocket (page 10). Explain what they need to include in each part of
their report. After they write their rough drafts, post the Character Bio
Rocket again and ask them to review their papers to see if they have

included all necessary information. If desired, provide time for peer
conferences and individual conferences as well as time to write a final draft.

7. Assessing the Report - To use the rubric on page 11, assess each aspect of the paper
by assigning it a value from 1 (low) to 5 (high). Total the points and use the scale at
the bottom to assign a letter grade.
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Character Bio Report

What character traits are demonstrated by people who excel
in their professions and achieve greatness? To find out, you'll
research one person, past or present, whom you admire.
You'll discover facts about his or her life experiences and
accomplishments, and you’ll use this information to write a
short report organized around that person’s character traits.
Following the steps below will ensure a dynamite report!

Step 1: Select a Topic

Brainstorm a list of people you admire. They may be living now or hav
lived long ago. Consider presidents, inventors, civil rights leaders, tgac!
writers, or community members. Then choose one person as t|

your paper.

Step 2: Research Character
Research your character using a wide variety of r eSellf the person is
someone you know, try to arrange an inte ue*your research
until you have listed at least 8 to 10 a m important life

experiences that demonstrate that person

cter.

Step 3: Select Character Trai
Think about the perso
What traits describe t!

three traits tha

ents and important life experiences.
fer to the Character Traits list and select
by your research.

Step 4:
Org; as before writing. Write your three character traits, and

ne record the details that support your selections.

5: Write the Report
ite an essay using the information from your research. Start with an
introduction that gives brief biographical information. The body should
include at least three paragraphs, one paragraph per character trait.
Conclude with a paragraph that explains why you selected this person or
offers some reflection on the person’s accomplishments and impact on
society. Revise your first draft and write your final copy.

Important! This assignment is due . Be sure to turn in
your graphic organizer along with your final paper.
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Name Approval Given?  Yes No

| plan to write my Character Bio about

The reason | selected this person is

Name Approval Given?  Ye

| plan to write my Character Bio about

The reason | selected this person is

Name Approval Given?  Yes No

| plan to wri

The ted this person is

Name Approval Given?  Yes No

| plan to write my Character Bio about

The reason | selected this person is
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Character Research Notes

Famous Person or Character

Important Background Information:

Accomplishments, Events, or Important Life Experiences:
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GCharacter Traits

absent-minded
adventurous
ambitious
argumentative
bashful

bold

bossy

brave

busy

caring

careless
cautious
cheerful
clumsy
conceited
confident
considerate

IIC

curious
dainty
daring
dedicated
defiant
demanding
determined
devious
dreamer

content
courag ﬂ\

dynamic
energetic
even-tempered
flamboyant
friendly
fun-loving
generous
gentle
gullible
happy

hard- worklng
helpful

heroic
honest

lnatlve
impatient
independent
innocent
inspirational
intelligent
inventive
jovial
joyful
lazy
leader
logical
lovable
loving
loyal
messy

methodical
mischievous
obedient
outgoing
optimistic
patient
patriotic
persis

is

ckless
resourceful
respectful
rude
selfish
serious
shy
sly
sneaky
spoiled
stingy
stubborn
studious
successful
suspicious
thoughtful
timid
trustworthy
unruly
unselfish
witty

Write the character’s name on the
top line and one character trait at
the top of each column. Then list

details to support your choices. / l

Character Traits and
Suporting Details

LA
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Famous Person or Character:

Background Information

Trait # and Supporting Details |
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Trait # and Supporting Details |
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Introduce character and
provide background information. State
three character traits that describe this person.

Character Trait #1 ()

Name one of your chosen character traits that descri
person. Provide at least three supporting details
person’s life to explain your selection of that

Name another character
Provide at least thr
life to explain

g details from that person’s
d that character trait.

Character Trait #3

e the final character trait that describes the person.
ide at least three supporting details from that person’s
life to explain why you selected that character trait.

Conclusion

Restate the character traits in a memorable way. Conclude
with a personal connection, inspirational thought, or other
statement that allows your own “voice” to be heard.
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Name

Gharacter Bio Rubric

Grading Criteria

Points
(5 max)

Content (ideas, accurate information, elaboration, clarity, etc.)

Organization (introduction, complete body, satisfying conclusion)

Conventions (spelling, punctuation, capitalization, etc.)

Sentence Structure (length, no run-ons, no fragments, etc.)

Overall Quality (effort, appearance, directions followed, etc.)

0-5=F, 6-10=D, 11-15=C, 16-20=8B

. Name

bric

Grading Criteria

Points
(5 max)

(ideas, accurate information, elaboration, clarity, etc.)

rganization (introduction, complete body, satisfying conclusion)

Conventions (spelling, punctuation, capitalization, etc.)

Sentence Structure (length, no run-ons, no fragments, etc.)

Overall Quality (effort, appearance, directions followed, etc.)

Total Points/Average

0-5=F, 6-10=D, 11-15=C, 16-20=8B, 21-25=A
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President Bio Report

During the month of February, we often honor our Presidents. This
month you’ll be researching one President and writing a short report.
You’'ll choose one President, past or present, whom you admire. Then
you’ll research facts about his life experiences and accomplishments and
use this information to write a short report organized around his
character traits. Following the steps below will ensure a dynamite report!

Step 1: Select a President

Brainstorm a list of Presidents you admire. They may be living now or
lived long ago. You may have to do a little research before you caffiin
your selection. Then choose one President as the focus of you

Step 2: Research President
Research this President using a variety of resources ue esearch
until you have listed at least 8 to 10 accom rtant life

a

experiences that demonstrate that pers Iso need to
record basic background information

Step 3: Select Character Trait:
Think about the President 4 ments and important life experiences.
What traits describe t to the Character Traits list and select

three traits that ‘ our research.

Step 4: O,
Orga fore writing. Write your three character traits, and
undé cord the details that support your selections.
t rite the Report
jte an essay using the information from your research. Start with an

troduction followed by at least one paragraph on each of the three
character traits you selected. Show that President demonstrates each
character trait. Conclude with a paragraph that explains why you selected
this President or a reflection on his accomplishments. Revise your first draft
and write your final copy.

Important! This assignment is due . Be sure to turn in

your graphic organizer along with your final paper.
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Scientist/1nventor Bio Report

Over the past centuries, scientists and inventors have been
responsible for huge changes in our society. Their accomplishments,
discoveries, and inventions have revolutionized the way we live,
travel, communicate, and store information. What character traits
are demonstrated by people whose lives have such tremendous
impact? To find out, you'll research one scientist or inventor, past or
present, whom you admire. You'll discover facts about his or her life
experiences and accomplishments, and you'll use this information to
write a short report organized around that person’s character traits.
Following the steps below will ensure a dynamite report!

Step 1: Select a Topic
Brainstorm a list of scientists or inventors, past or present, th

You may want to think of an invention or discovery impggtal
write about the inventor or scientist responsible for t| vV
Step 2: Research Scientist or Inven
resource
, but you should focus

tor
Research your scientist or inventor usi
need a few basic facts about the inven e
your research on the person behingd the disc . If the person is someone

you know, try to arrange an int . Continue your research until you have
listed at least 8 to 10 acco or important life experiences that
demonstrate that pers;

Step 3: Sele: aits
Think ab pel ’s accomplishments and important life experiences.

Wha, its e this person? Refer to the Character Traits list and select
hat%are supported by your research.

ep 4: Organize ldeas

anize your ideas before writing. Write your three character traits, and
under each one record the details that support your selections.
Step 5: Write the Report
Write an essay using the information from your research. Start with an
introduction that includes background information about the invention or
discovery. The body of your paper should include at least three paragraphs,
one paragraph for each character trait. Conclude with a brief paragraph that

explains why you chose this scientist or a reflection on the person’s
accomplishments. Revise your first draft and write your final copy.

‘9

s. You'll

Important! This assignment is due . Be sure to turn in

your graphic organizer along with your final paper.
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RHistorical Figure Bio Report

What character traits were demonstrated by people who
achieved greatness in the past? To find out, you’ll research
one historical figure whom you admire. You'll discover facts
about his or her life experiences and accomplishments, and
you'll use this information to write a short report organized
around that person’s character traits. Following the steps
below will ensure a dynamite report!

Step 1: Select a Topic

Brainstorm a list of historical figures that you admire. You may need to d
some research before you are able to make your selection. Then cfw‘os
person to use as the focus of your paper.

Step 2: Research Historical Figure
Research your historical figure using a wide variety of es, inue your
research until you have listed at least 8 to 10 acco] nts portant

life experiences that demonstrate that pers

Step 3: Select Character Traits
Think about the person’s accomplishments aR@limportant life experiences.
What traits describe this person? to the Character Traits list and select
three traits that are suppol research.

Step 4: Organizeffitle
Organize you riting. Write your three character traits, and
under ea ec he details that support your selections.

ite the Report
ay using the information from your research. Start with an
troduction that includes background information about the major
tributions of this historical figure. The body of your paper should include at
east three paragraphs, one paragraph per character trait. Conclude with a brief

paragraph that explains why you chose this historical figure or a reflection on
the person’s accomplishments. Revise your first draft and write your final copy.

Important! This assignment is due . Be sure to turn in

your graphic organizer along with your final paper.
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African American Bio Report Native Gountry Character Bio Reports

Research an important person from your native country. The person may
be still living or someone from the past. How has this person positively
impacted your country or the country where he or she now lives?

What character traits describe this individual? To find out, you'll be
researching this person and writing a short report in the form of a character
analysis. First, you'll research facts about his or her life experiences and
accomplishments. Then you’ll use this information to write a short report
organized around his or her character traits. Following these steps will
ensure a dynamite report!

During the month of February, we honor African Americans for
their accomplishments and contributions. What character traits are
demonstrated by these individuals who have had such a positive
impact on others? To find out, you'll be researching an African
American and writing a short report in the form of a character
analysis. You’ll choose one African American, past or present,
whom you admire. Then you’ll research facts about his or her life
experiences and accomplishments. You’ll use this information to
write a short report organized around his or her character traits.
Following these steps will ensure a dynamite report!

Step 1: Select a Famous Person

. Brainstorm a list of important people from your country. You may .
need to do some research before you are able to make your selecti
Step 1: Select an African American ‘ Then choose one person to use as the focus of your paper. s
Brainstorm a list of African Americans you admire. Th ow
or have lived long ago. You may have to do a littl h b you can Step 2: Research Historical Figure
make your selection. Then choose one persom a your paper. Research this person using a wide variety of res e i ur
C

research until you have listed at least 8 to 1Qsac s or
Step 2: Research and Record Facts important life experiences that demonstrat ol aracter.
Research this person using a variety of reso . Begin by recording basic
background information about erson. Continue your research until

you have listed at least 8 t lishments or important life experiences

Step 3: Select Character Traits
Think about the person’s accom

and important life

Important! This assignment is due
your graphic organizer along with your final paper.

that demonstrate that er. experiences. What traits d n? Refer to the Character
) g Traits list and select tiffee mt supported by your research.

Step 3: Select Gha

Think about t p‘?s accomplishments and important life experiences. Step 4: Organi s

What be this person? Refer to the Character Traits list and select Organize i fofe writing. Write your three character traits,

thre, hat¥@re supported by your research.

tep 'ganize ldeas
anize your ideas before writing. Write your three character traits, and
der each one record the details that support your selections.
Step 5: Write the Report
Write an essay using the information from your research. Start with an
introduction followed by at least three paragraphs, one paragraph per
character trait. Conclude with a brief paragraph that offers a personal

connection or a reflection on that person’s accomplishments and/or impact
on others’ lives. Revise your first draft and write your final copy.

. Be sure to turn in
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and und neWecord the details that support your selections.

Wri e Report

essay using the information from your research. Start with an
introduction that includes background information about the major
ntributions of this person. The body of your paper should include at
least three paragraphs, one paragraph per character trait. Conclude
with a brief paragraph that explains why you chose this historical figure
or a reflection on the person’s accomplishments. Revise your first draft
and write your final copy.

Important! This assignment is due .
Be sure to turn in your graphic organizer along with your final paper.
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Book Character Bio Report

Think of a book character whom you admire or with whom you can
identify. What traits are demonstrated by this character? To find out,
you'll gather details about that character’s words and actions, and
you’ll use this information to write a short report organized around
that character’s traits. Following the steps below will ensure a
dynamite report!

Step 2: ldentify Character Traits

Step 1: Select a Topic
Brainstorm a list of book characters you admire. Start by thinking of your
favorite books and the important characters in those books. Then choo
character as the focus of your paper. o

bl

Based on your reading, what character traits describe thi &}) the
Character Traits list and select three traits that you yo! e a stify
with evidence from the text.

Step 3: Find Supporting Details

Find a copy of the book where you were
Scan the text to find clues about
actions, his or her words, al
scanning and recordingg
demonstrate tha‘er

Step 4: Organi k\
Organi as\Pefore writing. Write your three character traits, and

und onéecord the details that support your selections.

ep ite the Report
ite an essay using the information you gathered. Start with an introduction
which you identify the book’s title and author as well as the character you

troduced to this character.

haracter®'traits. Look for the character’s
riptions given by the author. Continue
have listed at least 8 to 10 details that

have chosen to analyze. Include a one-sentence summary of the book’s plot.
In the body of your paper, write at least three more paragraphs, one
paragraph about each trait. Conclude with a brief paragraph explaining why
you chose to write about this person and what you can learn from the
character. Revise your first draft and write your final copy.

Important! This assignment is due
your graphic organizer along with your final paper.

. Be sure to turn in
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Commeon Core Aligned
3rd and 4th Writing Standards

The report-writing activities in Character Bio
Reports are aligned with the following writing standards:

3rd Grade
W.3.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a
topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustr;
when useful to aiding comprehension.
Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details.
Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more ect
ideas within categories of information.
Provide a concluding statement or section.
W.3.4. With guidance and support from adults, pro i in which the
development and organization are apprpri urpose.
W.3.5. With guidance and support from pi evelop and strengthen
writing as needed by planning, revising, an g
W.3.7. Conduct short research proje at build Knowledge about a topic.

4th Grade
W.4.2. Write inform"Je
and informatiol

exts to examine a topic and convey ideas

group related information in paragraphs and
ing (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when
prehension.
topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other
and examples related to the topic.
ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g.,
ther, for example, also, because).
Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain
the topic.
Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or
explanation presented.

W.4.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and
organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

W.4.5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen
writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing.

W.4.7. Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation
of different aspects of a topic.
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Commeon Core Aligned
Sth and 6th Writing Standards

The report-writing activities in Character Bio
Reports are aligned with the following writing standards:

5th Grade

W.5.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic
and convey ideas and information clearly.
Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general observation and focus, and group rel
information logically; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and mul
when useful to aiding comprehension.
Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations tl ion
and examples related to the topic.
Link ideas within and across categories of information using nd clauses
(e.g., in contrast, especially).
Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary t m ut or explain the topic.
Provide a concluding statement or section relate: afion or explanation
presented.

W.5.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in whi evelopment and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audi X

W.5.5. With guidance and support from and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, e ing, or trying a new approach.

W.5.7. Conduct short researd| j e several sources to build knowledge through
investigation of diffef@nt

W.5.8. Recall relevapigi ‘'om experiences or gather relevant information from print
and digital soukce§ifsu ize or paraphrase information in notes and finished work, and
provide a li es.

6th
r rmative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts,
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

op the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other
information and examples.
Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.
Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
Establish and maintain a formal style.
Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or
explanation presented.

W.6.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing
types are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

W.6.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen
writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.
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Character Bio Reports is protected by copyright. Unless your school has purchased a site
license for this item, your single user purchase entitles you to make copies for your
classroom only. You may not distribute this ebook in print or digital form without
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Artwork Credits

comes from many sources including the stores below. If you like the
artwork and design elements you see in my materials, visit these stores:

Ms. Fultz’s Corner
www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Msfultzscorner

Mad Clips Factory
www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Mad-Clips-Factory

Educasong
www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Educasong
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If you enjoyed the materials in this teaching resources pack, you might also enjoy these ebooks
and lessons. You can purchase them from my store on TeachersPayTeachers.com by clicking the
links below or by visiting my Teaching Resources website: www.lauracandler.com.
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Classroom Book Clubs

Character Bio Reports

Analyzing Character Traits

Powerful Poetry Combo

Plural Noun Showdown

Sentence Go Round

Writing Powerful Poetry

Customary Measurement

Conversions th Stations for Middle Grades (3-8)
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Teaching Multiple Intelligence Theory

Place Value Spinner Games

Fraction Spinner Games

November

Simplify and Snap Fraction Game

December
Order of Operations Bingo

January

| February (Free!) | v \tath Station
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