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The Great Chicago Fire: Upper Elementary Resources is collection of free printables for teaching
kids about the devastating Chicago fire in 1871. Why teach kids about this disaster? There are many
lessons to be learned from studying events from our nation’s history, including the reasons for the
fire and the fact that modern day fire prevention laws and practices have changed as a result of this
event. It’s also a great way to integrate fire prevention lessons into your social studies and reading
curriculums. You can find the directions that go with these printables on my blog in an article called
The Great Chicago Fire. Click here to find it on LauraCandler.com.
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Great Chicago Fire Resources Referenced
| created these printables and activities to be used with a free video from the National Fire
Protection Association and two children’s books from Scholastic. Click the titles below to find links
to where you can view or purchase these items online.

e Lessons from History: The Great Chicago Fire (Video)

o [ Survived the Great Chicago Fire by Lauren Tarshis (Historical Fiction Chapter Book)

e The Great Fire by Jim Murphy (Non-fiction Book)
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https://www.lauracandler.com/great-chicago-fire-free-resources/
https://sparkyschoolhouse.org/resource/the-great-chicago-fire-lesson-plan-and-handouts/
http://amzn.to/2dZBYlh
http://amzn.to/2dIk32S
http://corkboardconnections.blogspot.com/2016/10/great-chicago-fire-free-resources.html

The Great Chicago Fire - Fact or Fiction?

______________________________________________________________________________

The fire started when | The Great Chicago Fire

Mrs. O’Leary’s cow kicked started on Sunday,

over a lantern in a barn. October 9, 1871.
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Lessons from History: The Great Chicado Fire
Discussion Questions

1

Summarize the
information thot’s
known about how,

when, ond where
the fire started.

Why did the Greot
Chicago Fire spread

so fost, and why was
it so destructive?
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How did the people
who lived in Chicago
survive the fire?

2

Why is Fire
Prevention Week
held each year in

early October?

Why weren't the
firefighters able to
put out the fire
before it spread?

6

How did the lessons
learned from this
fire change the way
cities are built?
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The Great Name

Chicago Fire  Date

Answer each question and justify your response with specific details.

1. Summarize whot’s known about how, when, and where the fire started.

2. Why did the fire spread so fost, and why was it so destructive?

3. How did the lessons learned from this fire change the way cities are built?

4. Why is Fire Prevention Week held each year in early October?
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More FREE Resources from Laura Candler!

For more freebies, sign up for Candler’s Classroom Connections. Subscribers get
access to my Free Resource Library, a private page with dozens of free resources.
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https://lauracandler.myflodesk.com/freeresourceslibrary
https://lauracandler.com/
https://lauracandler.myflodesk.com/freeresourceslibrary
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Laura-Candler
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Comparing-Fractions-with-Unlike-Denominators-3-Cooperative-Learning-Games-3438685?utm_source=Freebie%20%7C%20Oct%202018&utm_campaign=Comparing%20Fractions%20Games
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Simplifying-Fractions-61791?utm_source=Freebie%20%7C%20Oct%202018&utm_campaign=Simplify%20%26%20Snap
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Area-and-Perimeter-1261774?utm_source=Freebie%20%7C%20Oct%202018&utm_campaign=Area%20and%20Perimeter%20Tic-Tac-Toe
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Literature-Circles-432265?utm_source=Freebie%20%7C%20Oct%202018&utm_campaign=Classroom%20Book%20Clubs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Biography-Report-Writing-and-Character-Analysis-64183?utm_source=Ad%20Page%20%7C%20August%2030%202020&utm_campaign=Character%20Bio%20Reports
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Word-Work-Printables-with-Editable-Templates-2177389?utm_source=Freebie%20%7C%20Oct%202018&utm_campaign=Seek%20%26%20Spell
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Poetry-78430?utm_source=Freebie%20%7C%20Oct%202018&utm_campaign=Exploring%20Poetry
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Sentence-Writing-68613?utm_source=Freebie%20%7C%20Oct%202018&utm_campaign=Sentence%20Go%20Round
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Mystery-Vocabulary-Detectives-574118?utm_source=Freebie%20%7C%20Oct%202018&utm_campaign=Mystery%20Vocab%20Detectives
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Discussion-Connections-1131258?utm_source=Freebie%20%7C%20Oct%202018&utm_campaign=Discussion%20Connections



